CHAPTER XV
FIRST CENTURY OF ISLAM, 622-722
and his first Successors, 622-661
AT the moment when Khosru was apparently at the height of his power and when Heraclius was on the point of carrying out his victorious attack, each of these potentates received a missive from Arabia inviting: them to recognize a newly arisen prophet of Allah Mohammed, who was then endeavoring to establish his claim to authority among the Arabs. Heraclius received the message politely Khosru did not. Neither of them took any great interest in Arabia neither had heard of tne obscure Prophet) whose fouowers were to shatter the power of one and to wage dead,y war wjth ^ Roman
Empire until its final overthrow after more than eight hundred years liad elapsed.
The Arabian desert cut off the Arabian people almost entirely from the rest of the world, though there had in the past been occasional tremendous eruptions. The Arabians had not been a progressive people. They had indeed held intercourse by sea with the West; probably they had sailed to India and to Africa; possiby they are the people whose traces as gold-miners are to be found in the eastern regions of Southern Africa. But it had never been worth while for any one seriously to set about conquering them. They remained under their primitive tribal system chiefly as pastoral nomads, though in some places they Were settled agricuiturists, and here and there set up commercial centers, Alexander the Great was contemplating the invasion of Arabia when he died; Trajan professed to have brought it under his dominion, though the Roman legions never entered the country; Jewish ^ Abyssinian adventurers set up petty principalities amongst them; and the Persians claimed some sort of supremacy over them. They had become for the most part worship, pers of miscellaneous gods; but garbled editions of Judaism and Christianity had also found their way. In the sixth century A.B. traditions extracted from contact ^ jews an(j Christians were mixed up Tenth the primitive idolatry, the center of which was in the city of Mecca, where was the sacred stone in its shrine called the.Kaaba,i a general object of worship and tiie goal of pilgrimages.